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FAITHFUL LUTHERANS SENT BY CHRIST TO SERVE GOD’S
CHILDREN
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
The flowers on the altar are given today to the glory of God
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
WELCOME!
All are welcome at Faith Lutheran Church today as we continue our journey of
faith. Join with us as we offer our praises to God. There is a nursery available for
those who need it.
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Events/Activities This Week around Faith:
Today
9:15am Sunday School
Thu. 1/9
9:15am WCS.
10:30am Worship
1:00pm Bible Study
Mon. 1/6
10:00am Quilters
Sun. 1/12 9:15am S.S.
Tue. 1/7
9:15am WCS
10:30am Worship
1:00pm Staff Mtg
3:00pm Girl Scouts
Wed. 1/8
7:00pm Confirmation
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Announcements
Tomorrow, January 6, 2014, Pastors Laura and Scott Meier will host an Open
House at 16 Oak Park Blvd. from 4-8 pm Stop by after school or work and
enjoy some refreshments.
Faith Lutheran Church Annual Meeting will be held after worship on January
19, 2014. Please have your annual reports to Patti by next Sunday January
12, 2014 so that they may be published. Thank you .

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Maker of heaven and earth,
the Word made flesh, the Lord and giver of life. Amen.
Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of peace,
we confess that we are not at peace—
with others or with ourselves.
We bring to you all that tears us apart:
discord in our families,
violence in our world,
our own conflicted hearts.
In your mercy, mend us.
Reconnect us to one another and to you.
Let peace reign over all the earth,
through the Prince of peace,
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
In the Word who has come to dwell with us,
God has given us grace upon grace:
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins,
love that can heal every broken heart.
Hear this word of God's pardon and peace:
in the name of + Jesus our Savior,
you are free from all your sins.
Rise, shine, for your light has come.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray….Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of
your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all
that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7–14
7
For thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
11
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;

their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 147:12–20
The Psalm for the day is sung.
12
Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem;
praise your | God, O Zion,
13
who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.
14
God has established peace | on your borders
and satisfies you with the | finest wheat.
15
God sends out a command | to the earth,
a word that runs | very swiftly.
16
God gives | snow like wool,
scattering | frost like ashes.
17
God scatters | hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God's cold?
18
The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.
19
God declares the | word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- | ments to Israel.
20
The LORD has not done so to any | other nation;
they do not know God's judgments. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3–14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will,
6
to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 1:[1–9] 10–18

The holy gospel according to St. John, the first chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
Listen to John as he begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the
Word through whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and
brought grace and truth to the world.
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In joy and wonder, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's
creation.
A brief silence.
O Word made flesh, dwell among your people, and fill the church with
your wisdom. Guide us in ways of righteousness, that we may show others
the witness of your goodness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
May every season work for your good purpose. Send sun and rain, warmth
and chill, in due measure to draw forth your bounty from the earth. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Journey with all refugees and displaced peoples. Lead them in safety to a
place where they will find security, that they rejoice in the care you have
provided them. Hear us, O God Your mercy is great.
Be a sure defense to all whose lives are threatened by pain, personal crisis,
or persistent fear especially Anne Steaban, Fred Steaban, John Taylor,
Beth Wright, Dennis Yellina, Megan Bartram, Liz Booker, Brad Boston,
Gwen Doering, J.J. Edrington, Sally Gettelfinger, Tammy Goatley, Norma
Hamilton, Bruce Harding, Martha Harding, Phil Lakes, Richard Lewman,
Shelly Marshall, Jennifer Mitchell, Richard Peter, J C Richardson, Angela
Rutledge, Douglas Sagstetter, Karen Sacksteader, Theresa Sizen, Ken
Walker, Bill Winn, Jim Wheat.. Give them shelter from hardship and rest
when they are weary Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Shine your light through this faith community into the wider community.
Make us a beacon for all who hunger and thirst for righteousness and who
are in need of mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Hear, O God, the prayers of your faithful people, either silent or spoken
aloud.
Be present at celebration tables, increasing the joy of those who gather for
birthdays, weddings, and parties especially Cindy Holley, Matt McCoy,
Karen Lane, Edwin Peter, Kaitlyn Higginbotham and Janet Kulaga with

birthdays this week. Be present at empty tables, filling the hungry and
the lonely with hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Giving thanks that the saints now dwell with you in the fullness of your
kingdom, we ask you to keep us faithful to your truth revealed in Christ
until you make all things new. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Almighty God, we entrust to you all for whom we pray, confident that you
fulfill your promises through Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ. The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with
you. The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and
may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING

Were You There on that Christmas Night

Choir

OFFERING PRAYER
The assisting minister offers the following prayer:
Let us pray….Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who
came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
DIALOGUE

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your
light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The mystery hidden for the ages is revealed for us in this meal.
Come, behold and receive your God.

COMMUNION

SONG DURING COMMUNION: Good Christian Friends, (ELW 288)

Communion is by table. As you are invited by the ushers, please come to the rail
and kneel if you are able. Receive and eat the wafer you are given by the pastor.
Receive and drink the wine offered by the assistants, dark color is wine, light color
is grape juice. When you have finished, please return to your pew for prayer and
reflection on this holy meal. After all have communed, the pastor will say the
following:

Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister offers the following prayer:
Let us pray…Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and
in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in
us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the
assembly's participation in God's mission in the world. Affirmation of
Christian Vocation may be used here.
BLESSING
May the Word that Mary brought to birth
carry you into new and abundant life.
Amen.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms
enfold you with love and strength.
Amen.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song
bring harmony to our world.
Amen.
And the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Members
Anne Steaban, recovering from colon cancer surgery
Fred Steaban, rehabbing from back surgery
John Taylor, health concerns
Beth Wright, recovering from thyroid treatments
Dennis Yellina, brain cancer
Family & Friends
Megan Bartram, health issues
Liz Booker, breast cancer treatments
Brad Boston, closed head injury
Gwen Doering, stage 4 cancer chemo treatment
J.J. Edrington, health issues
Sally Gettelfinger, health issues
Tammy Goatley, lung cancer
Norma Hamilton, cancer treatment
Bruce Harding, health issues
Martha Harding, health issues
Phil Lakes, recovering from stroke and heart condition
Richard Lewman, bone cancer
Shelly Marshall, breast cancer surgery
Jennifer Mitchell, breast cancer
J C Richardson, health concerns
Angela Rutledge, heart attack
Douglas Sagstetter, Hodgkins lymphoma
Karen Sacksteader, health concerns
Theresa Sizen, health issues, asthma
Ken Walker, cancer of the tongue
Jim Wheat, cancer of the kidney
Bill Winn, dementia
*Please note, we reset the Family & Friends portion of prayer concerns each month,
please let us know of anyone you would like to remain on or be placed on the list.
Shut-in
Edwina Andregg, Autumn Woods
Don Smith, Windsor Ridge
Norma Boehme, Westminster Village
Walter Clive, at home
Dorothy Clerici, Lincoln Hills Health Center
Service agencies/programs/special needs
CLM
Eric Hall Foundation
Members of our Armed Forces
This Week at Faith

Current Offering $14,916.00
Worship attendance
52
Other Offering
155.00
Nursery attendance
1
Total Offering
$15,071.00
Total attendance
53
We need $3,596 in current each week to continue the missions of our church4 Cycle
A. How did we do last week? Thanks to all who worship, work, give, and pray at
Faith in thanks to God for God’s blessings.
SERVING THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP
Pastor
Scott Meier
Assistant
Carol Taylor
Organist
Barb Brewster
Children’s Church
Kristina Peter
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Bev Haire
Greeters
Ushers
Audio
Rick Barr
Nursery
Lisa Peter
Social
Financial Assistant
Rick Barr
Ambassador

Pastor
Assistant
Organist
Children’s Church
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Greeters
Ushers
Audio
Nursery
Social
Financial Assistant
Ambassador

SERVING NEXT WEEK IN WORSHIP
Scott Meier
Barb Brewster
Sandy Neathamer
Bev Haire

Rick Barr
Lisa Peter
Rick Barr

Scripture Readings for next week: Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43;
Matthew 3:13-17

