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Prelude

Sweet Little Jesus Boy

Dick Klemens

PRESENTATION
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at
the font. The assembly is seated.
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are
reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of
Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
The sponsor presents the candidates:
We present Ella Grace Taylor for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses the parent
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have Ella Grace baptized into Christ?
Response:
I do.
As you bring Ella Grace to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Ella Grace grow in the Christian faith and life?
I do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Ella Grace in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant
of baptism and in communion with the church? I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Ella Grace and pray for her in
her new life in Christ?
We do.
The assembly stands.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
Water may be poured into the font during the thanksgiving.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who
are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
BAPTISM
The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. Water is poured on the
candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:
Ella Grace, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
Water is poured on the candidate's head a second time:
and of the Son,

Water is poured on the candidate's head a third time:
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit
of mercy.
Let us pray….We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the
Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them
from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays
Sustain Ella Grace with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever.
Amen.
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each
of the baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of
the cross is made, the minister says:
Ella Grace, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.
WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized as a
representative of the congregation says:
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative
of the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's
creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth, when man and
woman were formed in God's own image; long after the great flood, when
God set the rainbow in the clouds as a sign of the covenant;
twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah;
thirteen centuries after Moses led God's people to freedom;
eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges;
a thousand years from the anointing of David as king;
in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel's prophecy takes note;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the founding of the city of
Rome; the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;
in the sixth age of the world, all earth being at peace,
Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father,
willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy,
was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.
Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,
God made flesh.

GATHERING SONG: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
SONG: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290) vs.1 and 3

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray….Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the
light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2–7
2
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SONG: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) vs. 1 and 3

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11–14
11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who
are zealous for good deeds.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SONG: Your Little Ones,(ELW 286) vs 1 and 2

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1–14 [15–20]
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
SONG: Away in a Manger (ELW 277) vs. 1 and 3

8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
10
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
17
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SONG: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289)

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In joy and wonder, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's
creation.
A brief silence.
Increase the joy of your people who gather this night to celebrate the
arrival of your Anointed One. Send us out to announce all that you have
done for your people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Raise our voices in the song of all creation. With earth and heavens, seas,
fields, and trees, lead us in proclaiming your salvation and declaring your
glory throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring glad tidings of peace to every nation. Break the rod of the oppressor.
Cover the global community in the compassionate authority of your Son,
our Sovereign. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Give birth to hope in the lives of those who are lost or helpless. Send your
Spirit of healing and comfort to all who are in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
As you made yourself manifest in Christ, our Savior, make your salvation
known also through us, his body. Shape us into a people who are zealous
for good and righteous deeds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All the saints rejoice in the eternal light of your salvation. Inspire us to
rejoice in all things, trusting in your promises fulfilled, until you come
among your people again. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Almighty God, we entrust to you all for whom we pray, confident that you
fulfill your promises through Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
Love Came Down at Christmas
Choir
An offering is gathered for the mission the church, including the care of
those in need.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG: What Child Is This (ELW 296) vs. 3

OFFERING PRAYER
The assisting minister offers the following prayer:
Let us pray…Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who
came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
DIALOGUE

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent into this world to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us
your will. He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you
created all things, and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent
from heaven to a virgin's womb. He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin
Mary. He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy
people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from
suffering those who trust you.
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to
destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot,
to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth
the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and
cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you
and to serve you as your priestly people.
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who
share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our
faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus
Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The mystery hidden for the ages is revealed for us in this meal. Come,
behold and receive your God.
COMMUNION
Communion will be by intinction. As directed, please come forward and
receive a wafer from the pastor. DO NOT EAT. Take the wafer to either
the silver chalice (wine) or the ceramic chalice (juice). Dip the wafer
and then consume the wine and wafer together. Return to your pew for
prayer and reflection.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister offers the following prayer:
Let us pray…We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of
Christ's very life, you give us food for our journey. As you led the magi by
a star, as you brought the holy family home again, guide us on the way
unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim good news
of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CANDLELIGHTING SONG: Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW 281)
Sing verses 1 and 2 as the candles are lit

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: John 1:1–14

The minister lights a large candle from an altar candle, which symbolizes
Christ, the Light of the world of whom John's gospel speaks. The ushers
light their candles from the minister's candle, then light the candle of each
worshiper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never tilted, but is
always held upright when giving light to another.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
8
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
THE PRAYERS
Wonderful Counselor, increase our joy as the church gathers on this holy
night to sing of our dear Savior's birth. May the story of salvation live in
the hearts of all who sing of its wonders. God of grace, Hear our prayer.
Mighty God, you have broken the yoke of sin's burden through the birth of
your Son. Comfort those whose burdens distract them from the deeper
peace of this holy night and grant them a restful mind. God of peace,
Hear our prayer.

Everlasting Father, uphold all who are in sorrow or need of your divine
goodness and mercy. We remember with thanksgiving all who have died
and who now rest in your peaceful light. God of love,
Hear our prayer.
Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen
Sing verse 3 of Silent Night. Music found earlier
Extinguish Candles
BLESSING
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant
life.
Amen.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and
strength. Amen.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
Amen.
And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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POINSETTIAS
*Dave & Judy Bartram- In memory of family members who have passed & in honor of our
children and grandchildren
*Barb Brewster – in memory of Joe & Betty Condra
*Charlotte Davis - in memory of Robert Davis
*Lyle & Peg Gernand – in honor of our kids & grandkids and In memory of our parents
*Dennis & Arlys Johnson – in memory of loved ones
*Dick & Virginia Klemens – in honor of Drs. Jeff & Lyndsay Klemens and
Scott Klemens & Valentina Malaxa
*Ed & Fammie Peter – in honor of family and in memory of loved ones
*Patti Smith- in memory of Doris & Bill Rose and Vivian & Gayle Smith
*Carol & John Taylor- in honor of Ella's baptism

