The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 18, 2012
Faith Lutheran Church
2014 Allison Lane
Jeffersonville, IN 47130
(812) 282-6993
www.flcjeff.org

FAITHFUL LUTHERANS SENT BY CHRIST TO SERVE GOD’S
CHILDREN
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
WELCOME!
All are welcome at Faith Lutheran Church today as we continue our journey of
faith. Join with us as we offer our praises to God. We offer Holy Communion
each Sunday. All baptized persons who believe that Christ is truly present in this
meal are welcome to receive the Lord’s Supper. There is a nursery available for
those who need it.
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
The flowers today are given to the glory of God by Rick and Terri Barr in honor of
their children’s birthdays
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Events/Activities This Week around Faith:
Today

9:15am SCS
Thurs. 3/22 9:00am WCS
10:30am Worship
1:00pm Bible Study
11:30am Meet/Eat, Council
Sat. 3/24 10:30am 1st Communion
Mon. 3/19 10:00am Quilters
Sun. 3/25
9:15am SCS
Tues. 3/20 9:00am WCS
10:30am Worship
Newsletter Articles Due
11:30am Choir Rehearsal
Wed. 3/21 6:00pm Light Supper
6:00pm Girl Scouts
7:00pm Worship
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Announcements
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES continue this Wednesday. A light meal
begins at 6pm with worship at 7pm.
FIRST COMMUNION class continues March 24 at 10:30am. All children from
age 3 up to 5th grade should attend.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due this Tuesday.
+

+ +

+

+ + + + + + + + + + + +
REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
Norma Boehme, Ken Steward, Edwina Andregg, Dorothy Clerici
Our Service Men and Women and all of those in need of our thoughts and prayers
in our Faith family and beyond.
Lisa Whaley, Miranda Mumaw, and family on the death of Lisa’s brother on
Friday.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who brings us out of captivity into freedom,
out of the wilderness into the promised land, out of death into life.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.
For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with
ourselves:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God
in others:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and
warfare:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of
creation:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the gifts of love and
grace:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us
the power to proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness into
his marvelous light. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Give to Our God Immortal Praise! (ELW 848)

GREETING
The immeasurable grace of Christ Jesus, the rich mercy of God, and the unity of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray…..O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up
this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your
light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4–9
A reading from Numbers.
4
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against
God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food."
6
Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people,
so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, "We have
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take
away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said
to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is
bitten shall look at it and live." 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it
upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22

The Psalm for the day is sung.
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good,
for God's mercy en- | dures forever.
2
Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
3
gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
17
Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
18
They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death's door.
19
Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD
and you delivered them from | their distress.
20
You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
21
Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
22
Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1–10
A reading from Ephesians.
You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses,
and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have
been saved — 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God — 9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 3:14–21
The holy gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
14
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have
been done in God."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)

CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We cry to you for help, O God, praying for the church, the world, and all those who
are in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the whole church; for bishops, pastors, and lay leaders; for those

preparing for baptism, their families, and sponsors. Save us by your grace. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for wilderness lands, national parks, and forests; for creatures that may
frighten us: grizzly bears, wolves, and serpents. Teach us compassion for the whole
earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for nations in conflict; for governments in transition; for children who
have only known war. Put an end to our childish wrath, and lead us to good works.
Lord, in your mercy.
hear our prayer.
We pray for refugees and displaced persons; for those without food or water; for all
who are judged and condemned. Shine your light into our darkness. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this congregation; for ushers and communion assistants; for council
members and acolytes; for visitors among us, those who cannot be here today, and
those who are ill especially, Owen Clive, Rita Harrod, Anne, Alia and Christopher,
Megan Holman, Adam Smith, Dwayne Paxton, Lori Sorenson, Don Heuton, and
Joyce Parish. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear, O God, the prayers of your faithful people, either silent or spoken aloud.
We rejoice with those celebrating this week, especially Josie Durham, Mary Ellen
Zimmerman and Lindsay Barr with birthdays. May God continue to bless their
lives with joy and peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer
Keep us in communion with all who have died: our loved ones and our enemies; the
very young and the very old; centuries ago and today. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Now is the acceptable time to offer our prayers to you, God of grace and truth.
Receive them in your mercy, and grant us all that we need, in Jesus' name.
Amen.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say,
"Peace be with you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
Offering
Part of the Plan
Choir
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. During this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly
stands. Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your
anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you
for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,
and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION

SONG AFTER COMMUNION: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (ELW 803)

The presiding minister may say a table blessing, and the assembly responds
And now, may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after
communion.
Let us pray….Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)

DISMISSAL

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Illness
Owen Clive, child in treatment for leukemia
Kathy Dycus, in recovery in Carmel, IN
Rita Harrod, breast cancer surgery/treatment
Don Heuton, health issues
Megan Holman, Thyroid cancer treatment
Joyce Parish, recovering from bronchitis
Dwayne Paxton, blood infection
Adam Smith, nasal cancer (Veronica Rife’s cousin)
Lori Sorenson, recovering from surgery
Shut-in
Dorothy Clerici, Lincoln Hills Health Center
Norma Boehme, Westminster Village
Edwina Andregg, Autumn Woods
Ken Steward, Westminster Village
Service agencies/programs/ special needs
CLM
Eric Hall Foundation
Members of our Armed Forces at home and abroad
Anne, Alia, and Christopher, family issues
Members of Faith who have lost jobs and are seeking employment
Lapsed members and visitors seeking a church home
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
Families affected by tornados in IN and KY
Lisa Whaley and Miranda Mumaw at the death of Lisa’s brother on Friday
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Last Week at Faith
Current Offering $2760.00
Worship attendance
78
Other Offering
.00
Nursery attendance
1
Total Offering
$2760.00
Total attendance
79
We need $3,226 in current each week to continue the missions of our church. How
did we do last week? Thanks to all who worship, work, give, and pray at Faith in
thanks to God for God’s blessings.
SERVING THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP
Pastor
Assistant
Organist
Acolyte/Crucifer
Altar Guild
Greeters
Ushers
Audio
Nursery
Social
Financial Assistant

Pr. Scott W. Meier
Dan Diekhoff
Barb Brewster
Youth
Bev Haire
The Hayes family
Beth Wright, Dennis Johnson
Rick and Terri Barr
Lyle Gernand
Lisa Peter
Meet and Eat
Sandy Neathamer

SERVING NEXT WEEK IN WORSHIP
Pastor
Pr. Scott W. Meier
Assistant
Carol Taylor
Organist
Barb Brewster
Acolyte/Crucifer
Youth
Altar Guild
Bev Haire
Greeters
Don and Vivian Smith
Ushers
Beth Wright, Dennis Johnson
Rick and Terri Barr
Audio
Rick Barr
Nursery
Lisa Peter
Social
The Hayes family
Financial Assistant
Sandy Neathamer
Scripture Readings for next week: Jeremiah 31: 31-34; Psalm 51: 1-12;
Hebrews 5: 5-10; John 12: 20-33

